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College of Science and Health 

MS-BMS Class of 2019 White Coat Ceremony
Masters of Science in Biomedical Sciences Hosts Annual White Coat Ceremony for 2019 Class

Student Affairs Finishes Academic Workshop Series 
Division of Student Affairs Hosts 6 Weeks to Academic Excellence to Support Students
Throughout the month of September and October, the Division of Student Affairs has been hosting the 
6 Weeks to Academic Excellence academic support workshop series under the leadership of Student 
Affairs' Learning Specialist, Rhonda Jones Ed.S. The workshops were intended to provide another form of 
academic engagement and support made available to students at the early stage of the semester before 
heavy coursework and exam were in full swing. 
Subjects of these academic support workshops included time management, studying skills, note taking, 
test anxiety, forming study groups, and stress management. In addition to these forms of academic 
support workshops, Learning Specialist Rhonda Jones is available for individual student coaching.



Division of Student 
Affairs Updates
With Dr. Jinny Oh
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Greetings Mighty Lions,
We are very excited to share this 
September edition of the Student Affairs 
Newsletter as it contains some of the 
month-long programming that Student 
Affairs held this month. Through our 
continued celebration of diversity and 
passion for equality, we highlight our 
2018 National Hispanic Heritage Month 
events! 
The Fall semester has been filled with 
robust programming and we hope that 
students will participate and engage 
with the events found in these pages. 
As always, it is my hope that this 
newsletter reflects the dynamic student 
community we share here at CDU. 
In this newsletter, we would like to draw 
special attention to the open forum 
discussion hosted in collaboration with 
CSUDH faculty, our CHS off-campus 
housing program, and National Hispanic 
Heritage Month celebration events.
Be sure to check your student email 
accounts regularly for updated 
information on various events and 
student support services which our 
department provides. 
If you have celebrations to share, 
please submit selections to the Office 
of Student Affairs. Mighty Lions, I 
invite you to explore the pages of our 
newsletter and stay engaged!

-  Jinny J. Oh, Ed.D.
   Dean of Student Affairs

CDU Hosts CSUDH Faculty 
for Open Forum Discussion
CDU Invites CSUDH Sociology Professor to Lead Open Forum 
Discussion as Part of National Hispanic Heritage Month
An open forum discussion and lecture was led by California State 
University Dominguez Hills Sociology professor Dr. Joanna Perez on 
September 26th in the Keck Auditorium. The lecture was hosted as 
part of the 2018 National Hispanic Heritage Month celebration and the 
Division of Student Affairs' month-long program of events that have 
been taking place throughout the months of September and October. 
Dr. Joanna Perez's discussion topic, Health Disparities Experienced 
by Hispanics, was centered on the current state of Hispanic and Latin 
American public health disparities as a demographic as well as in the 
immediate surrounding community. The forum discussion was open 
for students to openly engage with the lecture and audience.

Collegiate Housing Services  
CHS Off-Campus Housing BBQ
Collegiate Housing Services Hosts BBQ for CDU Student Residents
Off-campus housing student residents hosted a gathering event on 
September 8th through Collegiate Housing Services (CHS) for CDU 
students in the CHS off-campus residence to meet their other student 
residents and provide direct feedback about off-campus housing 
through CHS to Dean of Student Affairs Jinny Oh and University 
Provost Steve Michael who were in attendance at the event.



2018 National Hispanic Heritage Month
CDU Division of Student Affairs Hosts Annual 2018 National Hispanic Heritage Month
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Opening 
Celebration
The Division of Student Affairs hosted the open-
ing ceremony for the 2018 National Hispanic 
Heritage Month celebration at CDU in the W. 
Cobb Montague Medical Education Building foyer 
on September 19. The opening event marked 
the beginning of festivities and celebrations to 
be hosted throughout the rest of the month in 
celebration of the month-long recognition of the 
contributions of Hispanic and Latino Americans 
with their heritage and culture. 
For this year's opening celebration, Lynwood 
Mayor Jose Solache delivered the keynote ad-
dress to the audience in attendance and present-
ed a certificate of recognition to CDU from the 
city for this month's cultural recognition efforts. 
Opening and closing remarks came from Dean of 
Student Affairs Jinny Oh who also introduced this 
month's Book of the Month, award-winning The 
House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros. 
The entire event was also accompanied by a 
traditional cultural performance by local mariachi 
band Luceros de Mexico. Lunch was also catered 
by the University through Mexican catering 
company Lalo's. 



5



Provost 
Corner

with Dr. Steve Michael

Dear CDU students,
Good News, actually Super NEWS!  
It is always wonderful when we receive news of unsolicited ranking that 
puts the University way ahead of so many well known institutions.  It is 
particularly pleasing when the ranking is an outcome of credible data, 
intelligent analysis, and objective process.  
I am delighted to bring the latest rankings, which just came out on October 
2, 2018 by Payscale.com—an organization that specializes in compiling and 
computing salaries across disciplines and across the globe to our students’ 
attention.  
The Payscale exercise ranks Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and 
Science 48th in the nation for producing top earners!  It is truly impressive 
to be in the top 50 out of over 2,500 universities and colleges in the nation.  
What is particularly exciting is to see some of the institutions that rank 
lower than CDU.  USC ranks 52nd, UC-Irvine ranks 54th, UC-Santa Barbara 
ranks 56th, NYU ranks 61st, and UCLA ranks 73rd!  

6

Charles Drew University may be little known, small in comparison to many of the giant institutions around, but 
nonetheless, CDU is forging ahead as an outstanding institution of excellence that is capable of outranking the big, rich, 
and powerful institutions.  Above all, CDU education continues to prove over and over again to be exceedingly profitable 
to our alums, critical to the need of the underserved communities, and beneficial to the nation.  Bravo the Mighty Lions!

Steve O. Michael, Ph.D., Executive Vice President of Academic Affairs and University Provost 

MS-BMS, MPH Student Travels to Dominican Republic 
CDU Student from the MS-BMS and MPH Program Travels to Dominican Republic for Outreach Mission
Earlier this year CDU student Zena Simmons from the Masters of Science Biomedical Sciences and Mas-
ters of Public Health programs traveled to the Dominican Republic on a outreach mission trip with the 
La Crescenta Presbyterian Church for ten days. Accompanied on this trip included both a construction 
team and a medical team that traveled to the city of La Romana in the Dominican Republic to serve the 
community through the construction of houses and providing clinical medical services. The medical team 
would consist of dentists, nurses, dental hygienists, medical students, and fellow public health students.
As a travelling member of the medical team, Zena Simmons helped perform basic clinical services while 
utilizing her foreign language background to also serve as a translator on the trip. Patients that Zena and 
the medical team would see might speak either Spanish, Creole, or French. The medical clinics were stra-
tegically set up in critically and historically underserved "barrios" and "bayates" around La Romana which 
generally lacked running water and electricity. 
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Fall 2018 Tutoring Subjects and Schedules, Sign Up Today!
 Subjects: 
 Physics, Math (all levels), 
 General Chemistry
 Organic Chemistry 
 Schedule:
 Mondays, 5 - 6pm
 Tuesdays, 8am - 12pm

in the Library

 Subjects: 
 Anatomy, Physiology, Biology,
 English
 Schedule:
 Mondays, 5 - 7pm
 Tuesdays, 8 - 10am
 Wednesdays, 5 - 6pm
 Fridays, 11:30am - 3pm

in the SESC

 Subjects:
 Nursing - related
 Schedule:
 Tuesdays, 12pm - 6pm
 Thursdays, 12 - 2pm 
in LSRNE LRC Room N103

 Subjects:
 Nursing - related
 Schedule:
 Mondays, 5 - 7pm
 Tuesdays, 12 - 4pm
 Wednesdays, 3 - 7pm

in the Library

 Subjects:
 Organic Chemistry,
 General Chemistry,
 Math (college algebra)
 Schedule:
 Tuesdays, 1 - 5pm
 Wednesdays, 9am - 3pm

in the SESC

 Subjects:
 Organic Chemistry,
 General Chemistry,
 Math (college algebra)
 Schedule:
 Monday to Thursday, 5 - 6pm
 Fridays, 5 - 7pm

in the Library

Wilson Nyah Carmen Wong

Guada Andaya Remi Ayisire

Jemal Hussein Chika Chuku

CDU Enters Partnerships to Boost Physicians, Pre-Medicine
CDU Signs Memorandum of Understandings With Ross University of Medicine, West Angeles Church
In the month of September, the University signed Memorandum of Understandings (MOU) and entered 
"unprecedented" partnerships with the West Angeles Church of God in Christ to potentially increase the 
number of physicians serving the church's surrounding community and congregation. 
The University also entered an agreement to establish joint education programs with the Ross University 
School of Medicine to create a pathway program at CDU for giving potential preferred admission into the 
Doctor of Medicine program at Ross University for high achieving postbaccalaureate pre-med students.



 Telephone 323-568-3343 
 E-mail  StudentAffairs@cdrewu.edu
     

Let’s keep in touch!
 www.cdrewu.edu/students

Division of Student Affairs
Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science
1731 118th St, Los Angeles, CA 90059
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